
Cued
SPELLING

Created by MR Caleb Yek 

Allied Educator(Learning and Behavioural Support)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Having problems with your child on spelling? Don’t worry. This video will teach you a quick and effective way to learn spelling with your child. It is called “cued spelling”.



What is cued 
spelling?

Cued Spelling is a simple, straightforward, 
and easy to use procedure designed for 2 
individuals working together to gain the 

ability of spelling.
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So what exactly is cued spelling? Well, it was a new approach presented by education researcher Topping aimed at giving children greater control over their own learning.



Why is learning 
spelling important?

1.) Misspellings can  caus e  e rrors  and  d ifficu lt ie s  in  
com p re he ns ion . 

2.) Re ad e rs  m ay d e ve lop  ne ga t ive  im p re s s ions  of a  writ e r’s  
a rgum e n t s  if h is  p ros e  con t a ins  m is s p e lle d  word s .

3.) Le a rn ing conve n t iona l s p e llings  of word s  a llows  p e op le  t o  
re ad  t he  word s  m ore  q u ickly and  conce n t ra t e  on  id e as  ra t he r 
t han  s p e lling.

Treiman, R. (2018). Teaching and Learning Spelling. Child Development Perspectives, 12(4), 235–239.
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Why is learning spelling so important then? Well, misspelling can cause problems in comprehension. Readers may also develop a negative impression of the writer due to misspelt words. Finally, learning spelling allows people to read words more quickly.



Structure of Cued Spelling
(The 10 Steps)
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This is the overall structure of cued spelling. There are altogether 10 quick steps to follow.



Step 1: Choose a word

- Child  choos e s  a  high interest word 
t o  s p e ll (ab ou t  5 word s  e ach  d ay).

- The s e  m ay b e  colle c t e d  from  
spelling lists or commonly 
misspelt words.
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Step 1. Choose a word. Help your child choose a high interest word to spell. You may work on about 5 words a day. The words may be taken from spelling lists or commonly misspelt words.



Step 2: Check the spelling of the 
word

- Bot h  ch ild  and  p a re n t  che ck on  
t he  correct spelling of t he  word  
us ing a  dictionary or online if 
necessary .

- Ch ild  m ay p u t  t he  s p e lling 
word s  in  a  Spelling Diary  (Se e  
s lid e  26)
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Step 2. Check the spelling of the word. Both the child and parent will check on the correct spelling of the word using a dictionary or online if necessary. The child may then put the word in a cued spelling diary for reference.



STEP 3a: Read the word

- Pare n t  and  ch ild  b ot h  read
a loud  t he  word  together
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Step 3A. Read the word together.



STEP 3b: Read the word

- Child  t he n  reads t he  word  
alone .
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Step 3B. Child reads the word alone.



STEP 4: Choose cues to remember
- Child  choos e s  cues (p rom p t s  

or re m ind e rs ) t o  he lp  h im / he r 
remember t he  s t ruc t u re  of t he  
word .

- The  cue s  m ay b e  phonic 
sounds, letter names, 
syllables, chunk of words . 
(More  cue ing m e t hod s  will b e  
d is cus s e d  in  la t e r s lid e s )
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Step 4. Choose cues to remember. The child chooses cues that will help him or her remember the structure of the word. The cues may be phonic sounds, letter names, syllables or chunk of words.



STEP 5: Say the cues aloud

- Both s ay t he  cue s  a loud  
together .
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Step 5. Say the cues aloud together.



STEP 6: Parent’s demonstration

- Child s ays  t he  word  a loud  
wh ile  parent writ e s  t he  word  
on  s c rap  p ap e r.
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Step 6. Parent will demonstrate how cued spelling is done by writing the word when the child says it aloud.



STEP 7: Cued Trial

- Parent s ays  t he  word  a loud  
wh ile  t he  child writ e s  t he  
word .
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Step 7. Cued trial. Now this time, parent will say the word while the child writes it down.



STEP 8: Self Cued 

- Child s ays  t he  word  and  writ e s  
t he  word  simultaneously .
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Step 8. Self cued. The child will say the word and write it simultaneously. 



STEP 9: Test

- Child writ e s  t he  word  d own  as 
fast as possible (he  m ay or 
m ay not  d e c id e  t o  re c it e  t he  
word  a loud  a t  t h is  s t e p ).
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Step 9. Test. Finally, the child writes the word as fast as possible.



STEP 10: Read again

- Child  again reads t he  word  
a loud  a s  a  re m ind e r of t he  
word  a s  a  m e an ingfu l whole .

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Step 10. Read again. To wrap everything up, the child reads the word again as a meaningful whole.



Speed review

At t he e nd of e a ch day's
s e s s ion of t he Te n St e ps on
a ll words , pa re n t s ca n re ad
ou t a ll t he day's words in a
different order . The ch ild
writ e s t he m as qu ickly and
corre c t ly as he or s he ca n -
t he n che cks if t he words
a re righ t wit h t he diary .
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At the end of each day’s session, parent can also help to review the spelling words learnt. This is done by reading them out in a different order while the child writes them all again.



Things to take note
From Step 6 to Step 9, 
any words written 
wrongly should be well 
crossed out by the child

For any mistake in 
Speed Review, go over 
the Ten Steps again for 
that word. A different 
Cue could be used at 
Step 4. 

Parent should make 
sure that any other 

examples of the word 
are covered up, so the 

child can't just copy 

Children always check for their 
own mistakes in the diary. 

Parent does not point out the 
mistakes - except when the child 

checks but still doesn't notice a 
mistake. The Spelling Diary 

MUST only have words spelled 
exactly right in it. 
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Some pointers to note: parents should always ensure that examples of the word are covered up so that the child cannot copy. The child should also check for their own mistakes in the diary. The child has to cross out words that are wrongly spelt and try again. Lastly, if there is a mistake, get the child to go over the 10 steps again with a different cue.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1J33ziMc0tnR49BQ208RUWrUxxO5upmmt9E7_sZkCdi4/copy


Mnemonic strategies
1. Rules

Some s pe llings  do follow logica l ru le s  (like  "i be fore  e , e xce p t  
a ft e r c " - which  m os t  pe op le  re m e m be r). The  le a rne r m ay be  
he lpe d  by ru le s  like  t h is , bu t  (a ) m ake  s ure  you 've  got  t he m  righ t , 
and  (b ) ke e p  t he m  s im p le  and  fe w in  num be r. 

Some rules in spelling:

“q” and “u” stick like glue Examples: queen, queue

No English words end with “i” and “j”.

When 2 vowels are next to each 
other, the first vowel is usually long 
(the sound is the same as the sound 
of the letter) and the second vowel is 
silent.

Examples: meat, lie, goat, plain

Use oi in the middle of a word and 
use oy at the end of a word. 

Examples: boil, soil, toil, boy, toy.
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Next, we will share with you some cueing methods for step 4. Firstly, teach your child some spelling rules. Some examples can be seen here.



Mnemonic strategies
2. Word in words

Breaking words up into bits like syllables helps us 
to remember them. If you can break them up into 
smaller words that mean something, it's even 
easier to remember them. Words like shep /herd, 
care/taker and water/fall are like this.
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Get your child to look out for smaller words that mean something. For example, vegetable contains smaller words like get, table, tab and able.



Mnemonic strategies
3. Fronts and backs

Quite a  lot  of words  have  t he  s am e  s ort  of s t a rt  or 
fin is h . St a rt s  and  fin is he s  can  be  looke d  a t  c los e ly 
in  a  s e t  of words  t ha t  s t a rt  or fin is h  t he  s am e . 

St a rt s  (like  "s t a - ", "p re - ", "un- ") a re  oft e n  not  a s  
ha rd  a s  fin is he s  (like  "- t ion", "- a t e ", "- ous ", "- gh t ").

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Take note of the front and back of the word. Remembering the fronts and backs of words makes the spelling of long words easier.



Mnemonic strategies
4. Families

Words which  have  t he  s am e  fron t s  and  backs  can  be  pu t  
in  groups or families . Sort ing ou t  t he  words  in t o fam ilie s  
can  be  a  gam e , pe rhaps  e ve n  wit h  a  lit t le  p rize  for t he  
winne r. You  can  do t h is  wit h  words  t ha t  have  t he  s am e  
m idd le s , t oo. You  m igh t  t h ink of ot he r ways  of s ort ing 
words  in t o fam ilie s  or ca t e gorie s . 
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Group words with the same fronts and backs into groups or families. Get the child to compare words in the same family.



Mnemonic strategies
5. Make a picture

If you  can  m ake  up  a  picture in  your m ind  abou t  a  
word , t h is  will he lp  you  remember it . (Like  t h inking 
up  a  p ic t u re  of t wo pe op le  ge t t ing m arrie d  (we d) 
on  a  We dne s day t o  re m ind  you  how t o  s pe ll t he  
nam e  of t ha t  day). Som e  of your m ind  p ic t u re s  or 
"vis ua l im age s " will s e e m  re a lly silly - bu t  t h is  is  
good , be caus e  if t he y a re  funny you  will re m e m be r 
t he m  be t t e r
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Make a picture with the word. A picture tells a thousand words. Having a visual image of the word will help your child remember it better and long.



Mnemonic strategies
6. Shrink & grow

With s om e  words , you  can  re m e m be r a  s hort  hard bit 
of it  or jus t  s om e  in it ia ls  for e ach  pa rt , like  "pa r" in  
"s e pa ra t e ". Oft e n  it  he lp s  t o  "grow" t he  in it ia ls  in t o  ne w 
words , t o  give  you  a  s aying or rhym e  t o  re m e m be r. 

Like : b /  e /  a /  u /  t ifu l

big elephants aren't ugly . 

Anot he r e xam ple : n  e  c e  s s a ry

1 collar & 2 socks . 
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Use mnemonics to help your child remember part or the whole word. Make it fun!



Mnemonic strategies
7. Highlight

We only us ua lly ge t  one  b it  of a  ha rd  word  wrong. Try 
highlighting t he  ha rd  b it s  wit h  colours (pe rhaps  gre e n  
for e as y b it s , re d  for ha rd  b it s ). Or jus t  us e  cap it a l 
le t t e rs  or unde rline :- e .g. s t a t ionEry
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Finally, make use of colours. Your child can use colours to segment the different parts of the word.



Spelling diary
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Presentation Notes
This is an example of a spelling diary that your child can use to record the spelling words. A printable version can be found in the link of the next slide.



RECOMMENDATIONS

Click the link below to access more resources on cued spelling:
ht t p s :/ / h igh land lit e racy.file s .wordp re s s .com / 2017/ 10 / cue d - s pe lling.pd f

Click t he  link be low t o  wa t ch  a  vide o de m o of t he  10  s t e ps :
h t t p s :/ / you t u .be / 9ZulW- Q1uQw
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Click on the link to see more resources on cued spelling. Click here to see a video demonstration on how the whole process is done.

https://highlandliteracy.files.wordpress.com/2017/10/cued-spelling.pdf
https://youtu.be/9ZulW-Q1uQw
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CREDITS: This presentation template was 
cre a t e d  b y Slid e s go, inc lud ing icons  b y Fla t icon , 

and  in fograp hics  & im age s  b y Fre e p ik.

THANK YOU!
Do you  have  any que s t ions  for m e ?

You can  re ach  m e  a t  

ye k_kok_hwa@s chools .gov.s g
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Thank you for watching the video. We hope you can try the method with your child and make the whole learning process fun! Have a great time!

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
mailto:yek_kok_hwa@schools.gov.sg
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